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induced the Government to introduce this measure were
explained by the Home Member, Sir Harry Haig, in a speech
before the Legislative Assembly. He said :
" In the future, as I see it, British India and the States
will each have a contribution to make to the common good.
We are endeavouring to evolve a new India. It will not be
a mere copy of other countries, which have different traditions
and culture. It will be, we hope, distinctly Indian. That
hope will not be realized if we discard old traditions and
institutions and turn for our model solely to the West.
In thinking of the States, I would ask the House not to fail
to recognize the distinctive traditional qualities of the system
of personal administration where that system is carried on
in accordance with its own true principles. This Bill says
that the administration of the States is to be protected, and
they are entitled to be protected against subversive attacks
from beyond their own border. This is not only an obliga-
tion which we owe them, but an obligation we owe to the peace
of India as a whole—the peace of British India as well as
of the Indian States—and as such I commend it with con-
fidence to the acceptance of the House/'
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We have now to consider how the Government have
been dealing with the Civil Disobedience Movement initiated
by the Indian National Congress. The Irwin-Gandhi pact
created a lull in the Indian political sphere, although a strong
section of the Congress disapproved the pact and revolted
against the policy of temporary suspension of the movement.
Gandhi was, however, able to persuade the Congress that the
opportunity of laying before the Round Table Conference
in London the demands of the Congress should not be passed
by. He argued that the pact opened <l a way to peace "
and that he would explore every avenue which might lead to
settlement of the vital issues the Conference proposed to
discuss. We have already noted that the Karachi Session of
the Congress nominated him as the sole representative of

